[image: ][image: ]‘School Council Constitution’


Purpose
Our school council ensures that every child at Springcroft Primary School has a say in what happens in their school. All pupils can voice their opinions and have their views taken into account to make a difference to our school.  Having a school council also ensures that we promote and experience the British Value of ‘Democracy’ alongside all our school values, especially ‘Collective Responsibility.’
Members
[bookmark: _GoBack]Each class, from Year 1 to Year 6, will elect two representatives from their class to be on the school council.  In addition, Year 6 also elects a ‘Secretary’ and a ‘Treasurer.’  In total, the school council has 14 members.
Elections
Each year, the children in classes 1 to 6 use democracy to elect their two representatives.  Elections are usually held at the beginning of September, following a whole-school assembly to outline the election process.  Before the class-based elections take place, teachers talk to the children about the skills needed and the role and responsibilities of school council members.  All children then have the opportunity to put themselves forward for the role.  In Years 2 and 3, the children will have the opportunity to tell their class what skills they have that will make them a good school councillor.  In Years 4, 5 and 6, the children are given time to prepare and deliver a speech, stating why they are the ideal candidate.  A paper vote then takes place and the names of successful candidates are announced in celebration assembly.
Officers
The ‘Secretary’ (who takes minutes at council meetings) and the ‘Treasurer’ are elected by Year 6.
At the first council meeting, members of the school council vote for the ‘Chairperson’ who will lead the meetings.  The Chairperson will usually be one of the upper KS2 council members.

Responsibilities
· Attend all meetings
· Take notes
· Feedback to classes
· Bring ideas back to meetings following class council discussions
· Present ideas to staff and governors







Role of Class Councils
[image: ]Each class is also identified as a ‘Class Council.’  Class council meetings will take place at least once per half term.  These meetings are an opportunity for the children in each class to discuss a specific topic raised in school or any class concerns.  The School Council representatives will then briefly feedback the main points at School Council meetings.  School Council representatives will also ‘take’ topics raised at School Council meetings back to their classes to be discussed.








	
Meetings
School Council: Meetings will take place monthly in the library.  Mrs Cunningham will ensure that members know the dates and times.  Meetings may take place at lunchtime or during Friday afternoon; they will last no longer than 30 minutes.  However, the first meeting in September will be a School Council training session which will take one afternoon.
Class Council: Meetings will take place twice per half term in classrooms.  The dates will be identified on the whole-school assembly rota as the Monday assembly slot will be used for these.  If necessary, additional class meetings can be called by class teachers.
Boundaries
We will use the ‘Jigsaw’ charter (which is followed in all classes for PSHE lessons) as the ground rules for all meetings. Any topics can be discussed apart from individual children or staff.  If any child wants or needs to talk about a topic that is not allowed to be discussed in a council meeting, they can speak to any adult in school.
Finances
If the council requires funding, Mrs Cunningham will support them with funding requests to Mr Drew and/or the school fundraisers team.
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